
HST 60percent_18 November 2022 View this email in your browser

 

Why HIV is twice higher among young girls, women 

 

 

  

New Vision | 11 November 2022 

  

Statistics from the Uganda AIDS Commission (UAC) indicate that the prevalence of HIV in women and

adolescent girls is high. According to the 2021-2022 annual HIV report released during the National HIV

and AIDS Symposium at Makerere University Business School, HIV prevalence is high among women

and adolescent girls aged 15-24 years. One in four adolescent women aged 15-19 are already mothers or

pregnant with their first child, an indication of exposure to HIV infection. 

  

 

HIV/Aids campaign targets taxi drivers and youth 

 

   

  

Sunday World | 12 November 2022 
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Almost three decades since the HIV/Aids outbreak hit South Africa yet people are still gambling with their

lives. Despite a dozen interventions, training, and public talks – the message is still falling on deaf ears,

making South Africa one of the countries with the highest number of infected adults and children in the

world. According to the latest reports from Statistics South Africa, the estimated overall HIV prevalence

rate is about 13.7% among the South African population and the total number of people living with HIV

was estimated at about 8.2-million in 2021. For adults aged 15-49 years, an estimated 19.5% of the

population is HIV-positive. 

  

   

WHO updates recommendations to guide family planning decisions 

  

 

  

WHO | 15 November 2022 

  

Today the World Health Organization (WHO) released important updates to its landmark Family Planning

Handbook, which provides health workers and policy makers with the most current information on

contraceptive options. Drawing on lessons from recent outbreaks, this new edition details tangible

measures for frontline health workers to protect access to family planning services during emergencies,

such as wider access to self-administered contraceptives and the use of digital technologies by providers.

It also expands guidance for women and young people at high risk of HIV. 

  

 

Women Can Give Themselves Injectable Contraception, WHO Advises 

 

 

  

Health Policy Watch | 15 November 2022 

  

In the aftermath of massive pandemic-related disruptions to family planning services, the World Health

Organization (WHO) says that women can be taught to give themselves contraceptive injections. This is

one of the practical measures to ensure the continuity of family planning services during epidemics that is
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contained in the WHO's updated family planning handbook, which was launched at the International

Conference on Family Planning (ICFP 2022) in Thailand on Tuesday. The world's population reached

eight billion by Tuesday, according to the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA). 

 

 

HIV prevention shot to be rolled out if approved 

 

 

 

IOL | 15 November 2022 

 

Durban — The HIV prevention shot is expected to be rolled out in health facilities once the South African

Health Products Regulatory Authority has approved it. This is according to Professor Saiqa Mullick,

director of implementation science at the Wits Reproductive Health & HIV Institute. Mullick said long-

acting cabotegravir is a new HIV prevention method that provides eight weeks of continuous protection

against HIV infection through a single intramuscular injection. This provides an alternative to oral pre-

exposure prophylaxis (PrEP), which can reduce the risk of HIV infection by 99%. 

 

 

STI screening, HIV testing lacking among married women 

 

 

 

Healio | 15 November 2022 

 

Married women are less likely to receive sexually transmitted disease counseling and HIV testing in the

year before a pregnancy compared with unmarried women, according to research presented at ID Week

2022. “The objective of this study was to examine health care visit practices among women before

pregnancy and compare the pre-pregnancy STI counseling and HIV testing rates across the U.S.,” Eun Ji

Jang, MD, a pediatric infectious disease fellow at Brown University/Hasbro Children's Hospital, said during

the presentation. “And [also] comparing STI counseling and HIV testing rates among married and

unmarried women before pregnancy, and also identifying other characteristics of women who have

missed these screenings.” 
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Ensuring everyone in SA has access to healthcare 

 

 

 

Health E News | 15 November 2022 

 

Pregnant women and non-South Africans are often denied free healthcare services, and the numbers are

rising. This is according to SECTION27's latest online publication, ' Free healthcare services in South

Africa: A case for all mothers and children. This lack of access is a leading cause of maternal mortality

and morbidity in the country. Access is also largely based on the nationalities of individuals seeking care.

In light of this growing problem, the report aims to provide available facts about who has access and also

differentiate categories of migrants and their rights. 

 

 

Delays in global, affordable access to long-acting, injectable HIV medicines would

cost lives, say AIDS campaigners 

 

 

 

UNAIDS |16 November 2022 

 

GENEVA – Reflecting on 100 days since the 24th International AIDS Conference in Montreal, at which the

World Health Organisation issued landmark guidance on how long-acting injectable anti-retroviral

medicines can help prevent new HIV infections, and ViiV Healthcare committed to enabling access, AIDS

campaigners are urging ViiV Healthcare to take vital next steps to enable timely rollout of game-changing,

life-saving, long-acting injectable HIV medicine to millions of people. 

 

 

HIV During Dapivirine Vaginal Ring Use Unlikely to Affect Long-Term Management 
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Infectious Disease Advisor | 16 November 2022 

 

Seroconversion to positive HIV status during dapivirine vaginal ring use does not increase the risk for poor

outcomes of subsequent antiretroviral therapy in women. 

 

 

Empower women with better access to contraceptives 

 

 

 

Health-e News | 16 November 2022 

 

Contraception is a critical healthcare need that has a far-reaching impact on society. Giving women the

ability to plan for children or prevent unplanned pregnancies has been shown to have positive economic

and health-related consequences. This includes reducing the risk of complications among much younger

and older women and bringing down the need for unsafe abortions and mother-to-child HIV transmissions,

allowing women to participate better in society and work. 

 

 

Nearly all of Zimbabwe's HIV-positive population is undetectable 

 

 

 

Xtra | 16 November 2022 
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Zimbabwe—a country where in 2020 over 11 percent of the population had HIV—just confirmed that 95

percent of its HIV-positive population has reached undetectable levels of the virus. Zimbabwe's Ministry of

Health and Child Care confirmed the figure on Nov. 9, meaning that 95 percent of the HIV-positive

population cannot transmit it, local publication New Ziana reported. The Ministry of Health's Dr. Chiedza

Mupanguri presented the data confirming this figure at the Media Engagement Workshop in Chinhoyi,

showing that the country had successfully targeted broad swathes of the country's population to achieve

this goal.  

 

   

Estimating the effect of HIV on cervical cancer elimination in South Africa:

Comparative modelling of the impact of vaccination and screening 

 

 

 

eClinical Medicine, part of THE LANCET Discovery Science | 17 November 2022 

 

In 2020, the World Health Organization (WHO) launched its initiative to eliminate cervical cancer as a

public health problem. To inform global efforts for countries with high HIV and cervical cancer burden, we

assessed the impact of human papillomavirus (HPV) vaccination and cervical cancer screening and

treatment in South Africa, on cervical cancer and the potential for achieving elimination before 2120,

considering faster HPV disease progression and higher cervical cancer risk among women living with

HIV(WLHIV) and HIV interventions. 

  

  

Subscribe to the Health Systems Trust Bulletin 

  

 

  

The Health Systems Trust (HST) produces a weekly bulletin on Fridays focusing on key public health

news, peer-reviewed journal articles and other important primary healthcare resources. 
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